
 ✓ Promotes knowledge by dispelling appre-
hension about unknown faiths and cultures.

 ✓ Encourages students to ask questions in a 
safe and engaging setting.

 ✓ Instills understanding through interactive      
learning. 

 ✓ Helps students encounter new friends from      
different faiths. 

 ✓ Develops leaders by exposing students to           
community pillars and thought-leaders. 

 ✓ Supports Michigan’s 7th grade World       
Religons Unit.

• Beverly Hills Academy
• Huda School & Montessori
• Muslim American Youth Academy
• WISE Academy
• Detroit Waldorf
• Dearborn Public Schools
• Plymouth-Canton Community Schools
• Hamtramck Public Schools
• Walled Lake Consolidated School District

• West Bloomfield School District
• Birmingham Public Schools
• Farmington Public Schools
• Troy Public Schools
• Waterford School District
• Clarkston School District
• Berkley Public Schools
• Redford Union Public School District
• Warren Public Schools

“Religious Diversity Journeys 
promotes a greater understanding, 

awareness, and knowledge 
concerning the many religions 

prevalent in Metro Detroit 
and prepares students for life 

in our increasingly 
diverse society.”

- Dr. Gerald Hill 
Superintendent West Bloomfield Public Schools

Participating  Schools and Districts:

Religious Diversity Journeys...

Now Welcoming: Detroit Public Schools Community District, 
The James and Grace Lee Boggs School, Christ the King Catholic School, and Waterford Montessori Academy!



Frequently Asked Questions

What is Religious Diversity Journeys?

Religious Diversity Journeys (RDJ) is a field trip program that gives 7th graders 
the opportunity to visit a variety of houses of worship in the metropolitan Detroit 
area over the course of a school year. RDJ is offered to students in 7th grade 
specifically to enrich their Social Studies/World Religions curriculum. During 
each Journey trip, students learn about customs of a faith, ask questions, share a 
meal and participate in service-learning activities designed to promote the values 
of service to others and respect.

Which faiths will students be exposed to?

Students learn about five faiths. There is also a summation session at the Detroit 
Institute of Arts or the Holocaust Memorial Center.
• Christianity
• Hinduism
• Islam

How are students selected?

Teachers at each participating school are responsible for selecting students. Most 
teachers ask students to write an essay or answer questions about why they think 
the program would benefit them and how they might share information learned 
with their schools and communities. RDJ provides schools with a student appli-
cation and all registration materials.

To learn more about RDJ contact:
Wendy Miller Gamer, Program Director

Wendy.IFLC@gmail.com
www.detroitinterfaithcouncil.com

Fnd us on Facebook @ReligiousDiversityJourneys

• Judaism
• Sikhism



Where do RDJ programs happen?

RDJ trips take place in Sikh gurdwaras, Hindu & Jewish temples, churches, syn-
agogues & mosques. The faith communities we partner with are our right hand! 
We work in close partnership with houses of worship throughout the metropol-
itan area to develop and implement educational, engaging, appropriate and fun 
immersive learning experiences for RDJ students and their adult chaperones. 
Some of our faith-community partners include: 
 
• Temple Israel
• Christ Church Cranbrook
• Geneva Presbyterian Church
• Sterling Heights Gurdwara
• Mata Tripta Ji Gurdwara Sahib

What is the cost of the program?

The program cost for the 2019-2020 school year is $120.00 per student. This 
fee covers six field trips, a textbook, a warm culturally-connected lunch at each 
house of faith and other enriching educational resources for each participant. In 
many cases, IFLC works with private foundations, individual donors and specific 
schools in order to assist schools with this cost.

What does a typical RDJ field-trip day look like?

While every house of worship highlights unique elements of their culture and 
faith during an RDJ day, the schedule for each Journey is generally similar. The 
average visit will consist of an icebreaker activity focused on diversity, communi-
cation and respect, an introduction to the faith and host community, and round 
robin educational sessions highlighting different elements of culture, history and 
faith. Students will enjoy a warm culturally-connected lunch, a service learning 
project and a wrap-up that connects to the core curriculum and relevent current 
events. Each RDJ day begins at 9:00 am and concludes by 1:45 pm. Some schools 
depart earlier to accommodate bussing schedules. Please see the sample schedule.

• Muslim Unity Center
• Islamic Center of America
• Bharatiya Hindu Temple
• Hindu Temple of Canton
• Sri Venkateswara Hindu Temple



Sample Journey Schedule 
 
 

Time Details Location 
8:45 – 9:00 Students arrive Main Lobby 
8:45 – 9:25 Icebreaker & RDJ welcome Social Hall 
9:30 – 9:40 Welcome from our host community Social Hall 

Tables 1-4: Group 1 
Tables 5-8: Group 2 
Tables 9-12: Group 3 

Tables 13-16: Group 4 
Breakout Session 1 

9:40 – 10:05 

Group 1: Life Cycle Ceremonies Board Room 
Group 2: Texts and Beliefs  Sanctuary  
Group 3: Ceremonies and Rituals  Activity Room 
Group 4: Worship and Music Chapel 

Breakout Session 2 

10:10 – 10:35 

Group 4: Life Cycle Ceremonies Board Room 
Group 1: Texts and Beliefs Sanctuary  
Group 2: Ceremonies and Rituals Activity Room 
Group 3: Worship and Music Chapel 

Breakout Session 3 

10:40 – 11:05 

Group 3: Life Cycle Ceremonies Board Room 
Group 4: Texts and Beliefs Sanctuary  
Group 1: Ceremonies and Rituals Activity Room 
Group 2: Worship and Music  Chapel 

Breakout Session 4 

11:10 – 11:40 

Group 2: Life Cycle Ceremonies Board Room 
Group 3: Texts and Beliefs  Sanctuary  
Group 4: Ceremonies and Rituals Activity Room 
Group 1: Worship and Music Chapel 

11:45 – 12:15  Groups 1 & 2: Lunch Social Hall 
11:45 – 12:15 Groups 3 & 4: Service-learning Activity Room 
12: 15 – 12:45  Groups 1 & 2: Service-learning Activity Room 
12:15 – 12:45 Groups 3 & 4: Lunch Social Hall 
12:50 – 1:30 – Icebreaker review & wrap-up 
1:00 – 1:25 - Adult question & answer with clergy 



Sikhs Welcome Students On 
Religous Diversity Journey 

Raman Singh, addressing a diverse group of 
seventh-graders visiting a Sikh place of worship 
in Plymouth Township, had a strong message of 
religious unity.
Sikhs, Hindus, Christians, Muslims and Jews may 
worship in different ways, but their similarities, 
their yearning for a better world, outweigh 
their differences.
“There should be no barriers between us,” 
Singh said.
   “People of all faiths should vow to better 
understand one another, to improve the world 
and to help others without discrimination,” she 
said.
   Singh’s message is at the core of Religious 
Diversity Journeys, a project of the Interfaith 
Leadership Council of Metropolitan Detroit, 
of which Singh is president. A program Tuesday 
brought 150 seventh-graders from seven 
schools to the Sikh Gurdwara Sahib Mata 
Tripta Ji (Hidden Falls).
   In all this school year, 700 seventh-graders 
from 11 public school districts and seven 
private schools are participating, along with 
teachers and parents, in an initiative Singh said 
began 15 years ago. Their journeys also teach 
them about Judaism, Islam, Christianity and 
Hinduism as they visit synagogues, mosques, 
churches and temples.
   Nevaeha Roberts, age12, who came from 
Holbrook Elementary in Hamtramck, reflect-
ed on her journeys Tuesday as students took 
a lunch break at Hidden Falls to sample Sikh 
cuisine such as cholay, made with chickpeas and 
spices, and naan flatbread.
“You can learn a lot about other religions,” she 
said, adding that students have opportunities to 
ask questions about the different faiths.
   Students tour houses of worship, enjoy a 
meal with those of different faiths, have an op-
portunity to ask questions of clergy and meet 
peers their age. 
   Naseem Alhalimi of Kosciuszko Middle 
School in Hamtramck was among the students 
who learned that Sikh men grow their hair 
and wear turbans because gurus teach it as a 
way to show respect and love toward God. He 
learned about iron bracelets, or kada, worn by 
Sikhs.
“They wear it to do good things for other 
people,” Naseem said. “They want to protect-
people.”
   Religious Diversity Journeys was started 
through a grant obtained by the Michigan 
Roundtable for Diversity and Inclusion. Now, 
the IFLC oversees the project, which has 
reached an estimated 2,500 students, along 
with their teachers and 150-200 parents.  
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Hometown Life    

    
   Atekeh Qazweeni, who teaches religious 
studies and social studies, accompanied stu-
dents from an Islamic school, Wise Academy 
in Dearborn Heights. She said Islam teaches 
followers that they should work to understand 
other religions.
"We're all human," she said, "and we have to 
learn from each other."
   Qazweeni said Religious Diversity Journeys 
helps to dispel misconceptions and stereotypes.
   Harminder Singh, Sunday school principal 
at Hidden Falls, said the program can help 
seventh-graders learn why Sikhs wear turbans 
and grow their hair and beards due to religious 
teachings. He wore on his arm several of the 
bracelets, or kada, that Naseem had mentioned.
   Raman Singh said Religious Diversity Journeys 
gives students a chance to immerse themselves 
in other religions and learn firsthand that all 
faiths should not be divisive, but uniting. She is 
hopeful the effort can help dispel misconcep-
tions that youngsters learn, often in their own 
homes, and enrich them with knowledge.
“They can take it back to their schools and 
share,” she said. “This breaks down barriers and 
builds bridges. It opens hearts. It opens minds.”
   Singh said the project, which also has a 
separate adult component, also can help to re-
duce bullying as seventh-graders learn respect 
toward peers of other cultures.
“A lot of them come from homogeneous 
school districts,” she said. “They get to experi-
ence this diversity and religious diversity as a 
positive thing.”
   Parent Susan Bryant accompanied her son    
Ethan from the Waterford Montessori Academy.
“I think this program has broken down a lot of 
barriers,” she said. “It dispels a lot of miscon-
ceptions. It’s a very good program.”

   Wendy Miller Gamer, IFLC program director,   
said students each year also take a field trip to 
other places, including the Detroit Institute of 
Arts and the Holocaust Memorial Center in 
Farmington Hills.
   Other schools participating Tuesday were 
Hilbert Middle School from the Redford Union 
district, Clifford Smart Middle School from 
Walled Lake and the Islamic Beverly Hills 
Academy.
   For more information about the InterFaith    
Leadership Council of Metropolitan Detroit 
and its programs, go to 
https://detroitinterfaithcouncil.com/.

 
Students are served lunch by members of 

the local Sikh community.



Learning about 
Orthodox Christianity 

was different and kept me 
interested the entire day.

First, 
I was nervous 

walking into a mosque. 

Now I am not, because 

I had a fun day here.

I learned that the 
Jewish religion is 

like a maze...
complicated and 

deep.

Before today I just 
assumed that Hinduism 
was polytheistic, now I 
know that Hindus, just 
like in my faith, believe 
there is only one God.

Today I learned that 
we should learn from 
each other rather than 
jump to conclusions 

based on appearance or 
pre-formed opinions.

What are students saying about 

Religious Diversity Journeys?

Teacher Feedback:
The day was nicely organized and the students saw a value in their visit. The ice breaker activity 
hit a home run for everyone about the purpose of RDJ. The students from Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools truly enjoyed the RDJ experience! Thank you for coordinating such an 
amazing and important program!    

  -Mrs Rania Hammoud 
  Curriculum Coordinator of Social Studies & School Climate at 
  Plymouth-Canton Community Schools



Thank You for Your Support!

Interested in becoming a sponsor of Religious Diversity Journeys? 
Contact Wendy Miller Gamer, Program Director: Wendy.IFLC@gmail.com

Educational Foundations:

Sustaining Donors:

Houses of Faith:



“Thank you for providing the RDJ experience for my daughter. 
The time, thought & energy put into organizing Journeys is so amazing. 
I was truly blown away by the concept to begin with, but as I was able 

to chaperone on the Journey to the Sikh Gurdwara and got to see the kids 
embrace everything, my feeling was confirmed that this was the greatest 

thing to experience as a 12-year-old… I believe this program makes a difference. 
I'm grateful my daughter had this exposure and will do my best to continue 

to keep this going for our family.”
-Parent of a 2018-2019 RDJ alumna

The InterFaith Leadership Council of Metropolitan Detroit (IFLC) is a faith-based civic
organization made up of community leaders of many faiths whose shared values compel us        
to work towards a community that lives together with understanding and appreciation.
Our goals:

 ✓ Bring together and encourage interfaith groups and networks
 ✓ Support conciliation between religious groups when needed
 ✓ Promote interfaith education so that the metropolitan Detroit community can benefit                   
from the synergies that knowledge provides.


